
IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Amended Twice) A method for managimg access to a logical I/O device, said method 



communicatively coupling first and second nodes, having respective first and second bus 

I 

ccmtroUers, and said logical I/O device, by means of a bus and said first and second bus 
controllers; I 

receiving on said first controller a request to reserve said logical I/O device; and 

communicating by means of said bus from said first to said second controller a 

I 

reservation request for said logical I/O devicp for execution by said second controller, in 
response to said receiving. 



2. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

reserving said logical I/O device for said first node within said second controller, in 

I 

response to said communicated reservation request. 



3. (Amended Twice) The method of claim 2, wherein said step of reserving further 
comprises: 

determining whether said logical I/O device is already reserved within said second 
controller; 

communicating a response, indicating failure to reserve said logical I/O device, to said 
first node when said logical I/O device is already reserved; and 



otherwise, reserving said logical I/O 



device for said first node within said second 



controller, and communicating to said first node a response indicating success in reserving said 
logical I/O device. 



4. (Previously Amended) The method Of claim 3, further comprising the steps of 

receiving said response to said commumcated reservation request; 

aborting the method for managing access when said response indicates failure to reserve 
and said first controller is subordinate to said second controller; 

otherwise, delaying and communicating again a reservation request for said logical I/O 
device when said response indicates failure to r eserve and said first controller is dominant to said 
second controller; and 
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otherwise, responding, indicating success, to said received reservation request. 

5. (Previously Amended) The method of clairm 1, vi^herein said step of communicatively 
coupling further comprises: I 

communicatively coupling said first and second nodes £ind said logical I/O device 
depending from a multi-logical-device, third controljler by means of said bus and said first and 
second controllers. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein after said step of receiving and before said 
step of communicating, the following steps are performed: 

in response to said reservation request, determining whether said logical I/O device is 
already reserved within said first controller, and aborting said method for managing access when 
said logical I/O device is already reserved; and 

otherwise, reserving said logical VO device for said first node within said first controller. 



7. (Previously Amended) A computer-r 
located a computer program including instructiom 
having a first bus controller, to manage access to 
by: 

receiving on said first controller a request to reserve said logical I/O device; and 

communicating in. response to receiving 
logical I/O device from said first controller to a second controller of a second node for execution 
by said second controller. 



jadable medium for data storage wherein is 
for causing a first node in a computer system, 
a logical I/O device in said computer system 



8. (Previously Amended) The compute: 



readable medium of claim 7, wherein said 



^-re; 



computer program further including instructions c|using access management by: 

reserving said logical I/O device for said first node within said second controller, in 



response to said reservation request communication 



9. (Previously Amended) The computi 



r-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said 



computer program instructions causing said reserving further comprise instructions for: 
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determining whether said logical I/O cjevice is akeady reserved within said second 
controller; 

communicating a response, indicating feilure to reserve said logical I/O device, to said 
first node when said logical I/O device is alreaay reserved; and 

otherwise, reserving said logical I/c/ device for said first node within said second 
controller, and otherwise, reserving said logical VO device for said first node within said second 
controller, and communicating to said first node a response indicating success in reserving said 
logical I/O device. 

10. (Previously Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 7, wherein after said 
receiving and before said commimicating, sa, d computer program fiirther including instructions 
for: 

determining, in response to said reservation request, whether said logical I/O device is 
already reserved within said first controller, £ nd aborting said method for managing access when 
said logical FO device is already reserved; and 

otherwise, reserving said logical I/O c evice for said first node within said first controller. 

1 1 . (Amended Twice) A computer s ^stem comprising: 
at least one logical FO device; 

first and second nodes having res)ective first and second bus controllers, said first 
controller comprising: 

a computer-readable medium storii g a computer program for managing access to said 
logical I/O device by a first node in said computer system, said computer program including 
instructions for: receiving on said first com roller a request to reserve said logical FO device; and 
communicating in response to receiving s lid request, a reservation request for said logical FO 
device fi-om said first controller to a seco tid controller of a second node for execution by said 
second controller; 

a CPU, coupled to said computer-readable medium, for executing said computer program 
stored in said medium; and 

a bus communicatively coupling sjiid first and second nodes and said logical FO device 
by means of said first and second controllers. 
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12. (Twice Amended) A method for managing access to a logical I/O device, said 
method comprising: 

communicatively coupling first and second nodes having respective first and second bus 
controllers, and said logical I/O device, by means of a bus and said first and second controllers; 
receiving, on said first controller, a request tea release said logical I/O device; and 
communicating a release request for said logical I/O device over said bus from said first 
controller to said second controller for execution b^ said second controller, in response to said 
receipt of said request to release. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12/ wherein before said step of receiving, the 
following steps are performed: 

receiving on said first controller a request Ao reserve said logical I/O device; and 
communicating by means of said busf from said first to said second controller a 

reservation request for said logical I/O devide for execution by said second controller, in 

response to said receiving a reservation request/ 

14. (Previously Amended) The methofl of claim 12, further comprising the step of: 
releasing said logical I/O device withyi said second controller, in response to said release 

request communication. 

15. (Previously Amended) Thj^ method of claim 12, wherein said step of 
communicatively coupling comprises: 

communicatively coupling said fi/st and second nodes and a logical device depending 
from a multi-logical-device, third controller by means of said bus and said first and second 
controllers. 

16. (Previously Amended) A /computer-readable medium for data storage wherein is 
located a computer program for causmg a first node in a computer system, having a first bus 
controller, to manage access to a logical I/O device in said computer system by: 

receiving on said first controHJer a request to release said logical I/O device; and 
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1 communicating by means of a bus from said first controller to a second controller of a 

2 second node a release request for said logical l/0(device for execution by said second controller, 

3 in response to said receiving, 
4 

5 17. (Previously Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein said 

6 computer program fiirther manages access by: 

7 releasing said logical I/O device withiA said second controller, in response to said release 

8 request communication. 
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18. (Amended Once) A computer system comprising: 

first and second nodes having respective first and second bus controllers, said first 
controller comprising 

the computer-readable medium of claim 16; and 

executing said computer program in said medium; 



d first and second nodes and said logical VO device 



a CPU, coupled to said medium, for 
a logical I/O device; and 
a bus communicatively coupling S2 
17 by means of said first and second controllers. 
18 

19 19. (Original) An apparatus for/nanaging access to a logical I/O device, said apparatus 

20 comprising: 

21 means for communicatively coupling first and second nodes, having respective first and 

22 second bus controllers, and a logical JJu device; 

23 means for receiving on said ^rst controller a request to reserve said logical I/O device; 

24 and 

25 means for communicating fijbm said first to said second controller a reservation request 

26 for said logical I/O device for execution by said second controller, in response to said receiving. 
27 

28 20. (Original) An apparatus for managing access to a logical I/O device, said apparatus 

29 comprising: 

coupling first and second nodes, having respective first and 



means for communicatively . 
3 1 second bus controllers, and a logical I/O device; 
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means for receiving on said first controller a request to release said logical I/O device; 



and 



14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 



23 

24 

25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 



means for communicating by means of said bus from said first to said second controller a 
release request for said logical I/O device fo/ execution by said second controller, in response to 
said receiving. 

21. (Amended Once) An apparatiji^ for managing access to a logical input/output device, 
said apparatus comprising: 

a communications link coupling first and second nodes each having respective first and 
second bus controllers to the logical inpul/output device; 

input logic on said first controller receiving a request to reserve the logical input/output 
device; and / 

communications logic communicating from said first controller to said second controller 
a reservation request for the logical ingut/output device for execution by said second controller, 
in response to said receiving. 

22. (Amended Once) The apparatus in claim 21, wherein the logical input/output device 
is selected fi-om a plurality of logical input/output devices coupled with a physical input/output 
device. 



21 23. (Original) The apparatus in claim 21, wherein said communications link comprises a 

22 bus. 



24. (New) The method off claim 1, wherein said communicatively coupling fiirther 
comprises said logical I/O device is stored on a plurality of physical I/O devices. 

25. (New) The method if claim 1, wherein said communicatively coupling further 
comprises said logical I/O device/is selected from a plurality of logical I/O devices, with each 
logical I/O device defined in part pn a common physical I/O device. 
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1 26. (New) The system of claim llywherein said logical I/O device spans a plurality of 

2 physical I/O devices, and said reservajran request reserves said logical I/O device without 

3 reserving each of said plurality of physical I/O devices. 

4 y 

5 27. (New) The system of>£laiA U^^herein said logical I/O device is selected from a 

6 plurality of logical I/O devices, each oPsaid plurality of logical I/O devices coupled with at least 

7 one common physical I/O devac^and said reservation request is executed by said second 

8 controller to reserve said logicalKp device withpm reserving said at least one common physical 

/ ^ ^^^ 

9 I/O device. / 
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